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Year in
Review

MWULYP supports the goals and mission of the Metropolitan Wilmington
Urban League by serving our communities and developing our members
through personal and professional development, mentoring, economic
empowerment, and leadership development programs.
The mission of the Metropolitan Wilmington Urban League (MWUL) is to
empower people of color to achieve economic self-reliance, parity and
civil rights. The MWUL envisions a community where people, from a wide
array of backgrounds and experiences, contribute to and benefit from an
alliance that is committed to action-oriented public policy research, and
principled advocacy. The MWUL is the Voice of Equity for those in Delaware who would otherwise not be heard. The
MWUL seeks to address the problems of equality and fairness by assuring that those who influence change represent
the broader community and understand the economic and social realities facing people of color.

2019 JOIN WEEK
Join Week 2019 was a great moment in our chapter. Not only did we engage the community with an impactful
and entertaining event, but we also gained 28 new members. Our Join Week began with a Member Appreciation
Luncheon and a New Member Orientation followed by a day of Affiliate Appreciation
on our social media outlets. On Tuesday, January 29, we held a Community Leaders
Discussion Panel with four community leaders sparking crucial conversations about the
issues facing our people of color. The conversation was moderated by Emiir Gilder,
and we heard from panelist in the areas of law enforcement, social science,
pediatric psychologist and social services.
Lastly, the MWULYP’s completed the 2019 Join week with a social mixer. The YP
Leadership Networking Event & Mixer had more than 60 attendees. Guest enjoyed food
and drinks and had the opportunity to learn more about MWULYP history and our goals
for the year. We had YP alumni in the building, and everyone helped to educate and
encourage non-members to join. The 2019 Join Week was coordinated by our previous
Social Chair and current Vice President Wenona Sutton.

QUARTERLY RETREATS
Our quarterly retreats are an opportunity for committee chairs and
executive leadership team members to learn and grow together. We
discuss progress and projects for the local movement in support of
our Affiliate.

NATIONAL DAY OF
SERVICE
April 13th, MWULYP hosted a STEAM expo
at the H. Fletcher Brown Boys & Girls Club
in Wilmington, Delaware for the NULYP
National Day of Service.
In alignment with NULYP’s 2019 goals, we
inspired the youth through STEAM and
music-focused activities. The STEAM Expo
focused on and explored the intersection
of music as it relates to science, technology,
engineering, arts, and mathematics. We had
exhibitors on site from Zipcode Wilmington, The Cause, The Lions Club, and Browns Boys and Girls Club to execute
hands on activities and lesson plans that engaged youth in the vibrant chemistry of music.
Youth from Wilmington and other areas of Delaware enjoyed learning about coding with Zip Code Wilmington,
learning the basics of DJing with DJ Ty The Future, Beat Making, Music & Video Production with the Lions Club,
Yoga, Art, and The Psychological Effects of Music our Civic Engagement Chair Shane Cannon. Social media was used
to announce the event and to promote community partner involvement.

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE
Metropolitan Wilmington Urban League Young Professionals held our Economic
Empowerment Conference in March 2019. Organized by our former Economic Committee
Chair Dominique Truitt, this FREE Community Event empowered participants with access
to priceless tools on Business Branding, Homeownership, Credit Repair, and Personal
Economic Development. Over 60+ Young Professionals were in attendance, open and
willing to retain the information that was shared by our amazing speakers on the topics of
Homeownership, Credit, Personal Branding, Entrepreneurship, and Building Your Wealth.
This event was open to the public and provided free resources to help empower economic
self-reliance to all those in attendance.

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP
The Metropolitan Wilmington Urban League Young Professionals in partnership
with Project Heal and Conscious Connections hosted a community clean-up on
Saturday, March 30th, at Conscious Connections, Inc. Farm in Wilmington, DE. This
community clean-up in the Northeast neighborhood of Wilmington aided and
assisted community leaders and their initiatives that constitute positive social
impact in the communities that they serve. As some members of MWULYP are
residents of Wilmington, it is our duty to preserve our communities and provide
a thriving and suitable environment for the city to succeed. The event was
success, and we removed over 200 bags of trash from that neighborhood.
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KENT COUNTY UNSUNG HERO AWARDS BANQUET
This annual event spotlights members of Kent County who go above and
beyond, dedicating time and effort into making a positive impact in their
communities. This year we received upwards of 14 nominations and each year
the annual awards banquet sells out seating to the more than 100 individuals
from Kent County celebrating their unsung heroes. The Unsung Hero Banquet
is currently our highest grossing fundraiser. This event not only brings in
revenue but also allows YP’s to build and strengthen relationships with
community leaders. Some of the previous honorees include Dr. Wilma Mishoe,
Dr. Reginald Chandler, Jean Dowding, Rev. Michael B Rogers, Sharon Sade Truiett, Rosemary Baughman, Gerald M.
Green Jr. Lillian Harrison, Tasha Scott, John G. Moore, Vashita Pierce, Eileen Wilkerson.

NATIONAL VOTER
REGISTRATION WEEK
The National Urban League Voter Registration Week initiative held in September
shattered records with an estimated 400,000 citizens registering for the first time or
updating their voter registration. This unprecedented number is more than THREE TIMES
the previous record set for an “off-year” focused primarily on local elections and far
outpaced expectations. Locally, MWULYP’s partnered with the students of Delaware State
University to bring voter registration opportunities to hundreds of residents around the
state of Delaware.

NATIONAL DAY OF
EMPOWERMENT
The focus of #NDOE2019 was to provide public education and awareness
about the 2020 Census. The Metropolitan Wilmington Urban League Young
Professionals hosted a networking mixer and information session, as we
worked to ensure that our communities receive their fair share of nearly $1
Trillion in federal funding.

YP WEEK
This year’s MWUL YP Week was one for the books! The week of events
was kicked off with a Day of Worship and Brunch held in Dover. During
YP Week we also celebrated the history of Young Professionals at
our Homecoming Happy Hour Guest Bartending event. YP alum and
current members came together for an evening of networking and
relationship building. The week ended with our annual Kent County
Unsung Hero Award Banquet and a school supply giveaway.

2019 - 2020 MWULYP EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM

Wenona Sutton
Vice President

Shane Cannon
Civic Engagement
Chair

Danielle Craig
President

Cimone Philpotts
Treasurer

Jasmine Smith
Education and Youth
Chair

Leland Sylver
Fund Development
Chair

Monica Shockley-Porter
Kent County
Chair

Brianna Huff
Marketing
Chair

Message from the President
of MWULYP
2019 has been an amazing year, full of
growth and progress. As we continue
to walk unified with our mission in
hand, the future may appear
challenging, but our drive and
determination will always
overshadow our obstacles.
During our upcoming year of 2020,
we will continue to strive to increase
our presence throughout the State of
Delaware, enhance our Education
advocacy efforts, join forces with our

Affiliate, the Guild, and other
community partners to empower our
communities with our pillars in mind.
I’m proud of the progress we have
made but the work doesn’t stop here,
we have so much more to do. I look
forward to what we will accomplish
and the impact we will throughout
our state.
Yours in the movement,
Danielle Craig

